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Before you begin:
- This presentation is designed to provide a broad view of how Chesapeake Beach could 

be transformed into a fully walkable town, encouraging pedestrian and bike-friendly 
pathways, preservation of environmental habitats and economic development

- These proposals are intended to show a large number of ideas on how to create unique 
paths, trails and loops, connections to points of interest and access to the Bay

- Some proposals are within the context of larger projects, like acquiring land and creating 
green spaces, while others are as simple as marking a wayfaring path

- Advice: Try not to get too deep into detail on any single idea - this presentation is a 
broad view of what might be possible



Chesapeake Beach 
Town Center
Redevelopment Initiative for 
Chesapeake Beach Town Center 
and Waterpark Parking Lot



Project Goal:Create a Town Event/Recreation Center with walking paths and robust landscaping that achieve 
ambiance and function ideal for transforming parking lot into event or market venue when desired.

Benefits: (1) Beautifully landscaped and hardscaped town pathways surrounding 

YŜƭƭŀƳΩǎ CƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ YŜƭƭŀƳΩǎ CƛŜƭŘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǇŀǊƪ ƭƛƪŜ ŦƻŎŀƭ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
commercial district of our town and will encourage residents and visitors to spend 
ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΤ  όнύ  tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ άǎƳŀǊǘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎέ  ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΣ ƘŀǊŘǎŎŀǇŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
util ity additions will add function and ambiance to our community events; (3)  
Clearly marked pathways will provide direction and safety for pedestrians as they 
travel in and around the town center.

Issues/Concerns: (1)  Parking lot improvements must not sacrifice bus parking 

and should preserve as many parking spaces as possible; (2)  Decisions pertaining to 
flood zone projections should be made to determine which flood mitigation steps 
will be incorporated into current town center projects and which flood mitigation 
steps will be taken in future town center projects in order to facil itate a long term 
Ŏƻǎǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΤ  όоύ  aǳƭǘƛǳǎŜ ƻŦ YŜƭƭŀƳΩǎ CƛŜƭŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ 
prohibit current use.    

Next Steps: (1) Secure approval from County to improve county owned 

property; (2) Determine budget, scope, and possible phased implementation of 
project; (3) Solicit proposals from companies capable of performing work.  

Smart parking power design makes 
hosting festivals and markets in the 
town center an easy task.

Town Event/Recreation Center



Project Goal:Create a pedestrian access point to Town Event/Recreation Center.

Town Event/Recreation Center

YŜƭƭŀƳΩǎ CƛŜƭŘ



The Trails at Fishing Creek
Program Open Space; Cycle Maryland

Multipurpose path network connecting town center to 
Chesapeake Beach Railway Trail and Bayfront Park 



Project Goal:Create bike friendly multipurpose path around Fishing Creek connecting Chesapeake 
Beach neighborhoods and Beach Elementary School to town center and Railway Trail 

Multipurpose Path From Town Center to BES

(a) 12 foot wide paved 
multipurpose path joins 
Railway Trail.

(c) Power source for subtle lighting along 
path is easily achieved by tapping into 
neighborhood power sources.

Benefits: (1) Bike friendly path will allow for quick non-automotive transport from Chesapeake Beach 

neighborhoods and Beach Elementary School to town center;  (2)  additional recreation routes and educational 
reading boards offered along multipurpose path will enhance the Railway Trail attraction, making it a 
substantial trail network and a major point of interest for hikers and cyclists;  (3)  Wide multipurpose path will 
ŜƴŀōƭŜ /ƘŜǎŀǇŜŀƪŜ .ŜŀŎƘ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƻǿƴ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΦ

Issues/Concerns: (1) Care must be taken to design path in a manner that will not detract from the natural 

appeal as viewed from the Railway Trail;  (2) Environmental waivers similar to those obtained for creating 
Railway Trail will be needed; (3) Easements in some areas may be needed for ideal placement of path;  (4)  
Elevating path would be more expensive, but should be considered to mitigate effects of rising sea level.

Next Steps: (1) Obtain environmental waivers using conceptual plan; (2) Hire appropriate company to conduct 

land survey and create plan; (3) Obtain Easements; (4) Apply for grant funding; (5)  Continue to develop marked 
hiking loops along planned multipurpose path.

(b) Small signs mark hiking 
loops  that are not paved.



Multipurpose Path NW Extension 

Project Goal:Create bike friendly multipurpose path in N Chesapeake Beach connecting Chesapeake Beach 
neighborhoods, Fire Station, and The American Legion to town center, library, and Railway Trail 

Benefits: (1) Bike friendly path will allow for quick non-automotive transport from North and Northwest part of town to town 

center;  (2)  additional bike path lengths will attract cyclists;  (3)  Former antique store on E Street could be successfully redeveloped 
as a bike café, priming that area for additional business growth.

Issues/Concerns: (1) Environmental waivers and easements will be needed;  (2)  Portions of residential property may need to be 

screened with fencing or landscaping;  (3) Funding application will need to be robust to ensure success as bicycling initiativesare taking 
place in cities and towns across Maryland resulting in a competitive grant environment.

Next Steps: (1) Obtain environmental waivers using conceptual plan; (2) Hire appropriate company to conduct land survey and to 

create a detailed plan; (3) Obtain easements; (4)  Apply for grant funding.

Creating bicycle recreation paths as an 
economic development strategy is a trend that has 
been gaining momentum in cities and towns across 
the U.S.   As a result, bicycle cafés have become a 
popular and successful business model

Bicycle Cafe

Chesapeake Beach is an ideal location to implement 
the MDOT Cycle Maryland initiative program.


