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Anyone	is	Vulnerable



The	Great	Threat









Calvert County – 10th Highest Death Rate in State



Leading Cause of Death 
Under Age 49



Real People – Parents & Children in S. Maryland











1 Overdose Death in Calvert County Every

13 Days



Overdose Deaths in Calvert County 2019

Average Age

34 yo



Young people 
with children 

are
DYING DAILY



Grandparents as Primary Caregivers







Addiction – Treatable Chronic Medical Disease



Biochemical and Structural Changes





Pediatric Development Disorder 

• Use often starts in teenage years

• Adverse Childhood Experiences
• High ACEs Scores





In Deep





Lifestyle Disease ?

80% Due to Lifestyle Choices

Diabetes Type 2





High Death Rate After Overdose 
& Narcan (1st responder)

9.9% Mortality (1 year)









Higher Death Rate after Hospital Admission (if no MAT)







Which Treatments Work Best?



Treatment Effectiveness



Treatment Effectiveness



OAT Treatment Stability 



Treatments Impact Different Brain Regions



Detox Does NOT Work



Counseling Far More Effective with MAT





Buprenorphine – Gold Standard, FDA 
Approved Treatment 

• FDA Approval – 38 years
• 1981 for Pain

• 2002 for MAT

• Safe- Very Low OD risk 

• Long Effect (24-36 hours)



Buprenorphine Binds 1000x Stronger Than Heroin



Partial Agonist  – Highly Safe



Usually Once or Twice a day



Decreased Death Rate 80% 



Impact Greater Than Most Medical Treatments



Comprehensive Approach



Broad Benefits of Treatment 

• Get their lives back 
“Feel Normal Again”

• Better Parents

• Higher Employment

• Engaged in community

• Up to 80% decrease in mortality

• Decreased Crime 80%

• Decreased assoc illness

• 70-80% remain in recover

• Help Others



Myths & Misconceptions

“Trade one addiction for 
another”

‘”they are just getting 
high”

“They are going to sell the 
medication”

Trade a life of chaos and harm for 
stable, safe & highly effective care

Buprenorphine is not a desirable drug 
of abuse and can cause withdrawal

Diversion happens when treatment 
gaps exist.  Harm Reduction.  
Attempt at self management



National Academy of Medicine





National Support for MAT 





Fewer than 20% of people with Opioid Use 
Disorder in Treatment



May be as low as 1/10 people with Opioid Use 
Disorder in Treatment



Window of Readiness Can Close Quickly





Diversion & Harm Reduction

• Mostly used for self treatment or 
withdrawal avoidance (97%)*

• Harm Reduction 
• (Safer than any other opioid)
• Increase likely of later treatment

• Not a great drug of abuse
• Slow onset
• Blocks additional opioids
• Precipitates withdrawal



Calvert County 
Help Lead

State & Nation



Mobile Crisis Team (Opioid Response)

• October   7am-11pm 
• Goal – 24/7/365 (TBA)

• PEER, Counselor, RN, Doctor/Nurse 
Practitioner (Live and Telehealth)

• Overdose and Crisis Response



Clinical Treatment Area 



Mobile Crisis Team

Doctor/Nurse Practitioner
Nurse

Licensed Counselor
PEER Recovery 

Specialist



"Meet Them Where They Are”



Hospital Collaboration

• ED and HD communication

• PEER Recovery Program

• MCT can be called to ER

• Quick Referral & Follow Up 
• Same day / Next Day 

• 7 Days a week



Community Partner Collaborations



EMS & Law Enforcement Collaboration

• Best Patient Engagement & Outcomes

• Decreased turn around times

• Decreased Repeat Calls

• Optimizes resource use



Activation of Mobile Crisis Team

911





Behavioral Health Rapid Response  

• Call Line 7AM-11PM

• Clinical Access 7 days a week

• Walk-in Access

• 4 Location in the County
• Prince Frederick

• Barstow (HQ)

• Lusby

• Chesapeake Beach



Calvert County Health Dept at Chesapeake Beach



Calvert County Health Dept at Chesapeake Beach

• Open M-F 9-5

• Medically Assist Treatment

• Counseling
• Individual

• Group

• Intake Screening







The Better Option

Opioid Addiction MAT & Recovery



Progress Through Recovery

Team Effort Their Destiny



Our Citizens Deserve the Most Effective Treatments 





Contacts

Drew Fuller, MD, MPH 
Medical Director 

Drew.Fuller@Maryland.gov

410-989-8181

Jason Phelan, BA
Supervisor of Crisis Response 
Coordination

jason.phelan@maryland.gov

Denise  Dickerson, MS, LCADC, LCPC
Clinical Supervisor Rapid Response
denise.dickerson@maryland.gov

mailto:jason.phelan@maryland.gov

